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EDSEL JAMES...

RELAXING - Edsel is pictured relaxing during
our interview. He has been trying to slow down
recently after a mild heart problem, but admits
that his doctor didn't ask him to give up his

Dunbhill.

Several unexpected
things happened when we
first embarked on our PCI
venture. We thoroughly
expected that the focal
point of all pipe collecting
activity would be centered
“up east”. You know . ..
New York, Baltimore,
Washington, Chicago ... etc,
or on the west coast. For
the most part it is, however
we were pleasantly
surprised to find that some
of the people considered
most knowledgable were
located right here in the
deep south.

As most collectors know,
there are several areas of
activity in which a person

LOOK AT THIS ONE - Phil
Polin, a respiratory therapist
(left) and pipe collecting
friend, admires one of Edsel’s
best, as Frank Cooper, long
time friend and pipe smoker,
enjoys the treat. On the table
are just a few of the Dunbhill
Pipes in the James collection.
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COLLECTOR!

By
C. Bruce Spencer

PIPE SMOKER

can specialize. There is the
general collector that has a
broad range of pipes. There
is the person who collects
antiques, or a particular
style and that is their area
of concentration. There is
also the person who
specializes in a particular
brand ... and that brings us
to the subject of this story.

When it comes to pipe
collectables, the most
discussed and sought-after
brand is Dunhill. And when
it comes to Dunhill
collectors, one of the most
recognized authorities is
Edsel James of
Murfreesboro, Tennessee,
owner of the Three-Ten
(3-10) Pipe and Tobacco
Shop.

Edsel James has a
business background. He
operated a successful
insurance agency in
Murfreesboro for many

FALL 1983

(1) Unsmoked ODA Bruyre made in 1950's (2) Very rare LB “8” Pat # No.
with markings “Made March 9, 1915 (3) Very rare Pat # ODB 836 Bruyre
(4) 18 Karat Gold Windscreen 835 - Bruyre finish (5) DR - Straight Grain
six star - rare (6) Very rare and unusual DRC Freehand (7) Rare “pencil-
shanked" 835 shell briar (8) Very nice 841 Bruyre Lumberman (9) 18 Karat
Gold Spigot model (10) Nice old ODA 837 - Bruyre finish (11) Extremely
rare DR “D” Bruyre finish - ventage 1928 (12) Pat # 472 with billiard ball
bit (13) Seldom seen ODA 802 Freehand in root finish (14) Captain
Webster (only six made) 1940-50's - 3" long.

years but in 1974 sold it to
open the 3-10 Pipe and
Tobacco Shop. He had been
a pipe smoker for over
twenty-five years and was
thoroughly engrossed in

collecting for fun and profit.

His weakness ... DUNHILL!
In discussing his
fascination for this
particular brand he says, “it
goes back to basics. To me,
the Dunhill pipe is the best
smoking pipe in the world.
Always has been!” In the
early days of his collecting
activity, back in the 1950’s,
he would travel around the
country visiting
smokeshops. In a serious
indictment of many shop
owners of that day, Edsel

says that, “most of them
really didn’t know anything
about smoking pipes. Over
the years the ignorance of
the tobacconists has killed a
good portion of the market
by selling smokers inferior
pipes and poorly blended
tobacco.”

As time went on, Edsel
developed his own files of
information about the
Dunhill Pipe. Much of what
he has learned he had to
dig out on his own,
however he does admit that
the people at Dunhill (both
in the states and in
England) have been most
helpful over the years. He
had to create his own

continued on page 46

COVER PHOTO - A rare set of Dunhill Seven Day pipes
dating to 1977. This set reportedly sold new for $5,400
including the rosewood and teak display case. These are
unsmoked and were purchased from Stanley Herbruck of
California. They are unstained, natural root briar with 14
Kt. Gold bands. Photos by Larry Foster.
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continued from page 45

market in the early days. A
lot of factory reps helped
put him in touch with other
collectors and tobacconists
that shared his interest in
the Dunhill Pipe. At present
he estimates that he has
about fifty people on his
personal list of Dunhill
enthusiasts and they
communicate regularly.

In his personal collection,
Edsel James keeps between
five and six hundred pipes.
With the exception of a few
select specimens (see
photo} most of them can be
purchased or iraded by
interested collectors. For
security reasons, they are
never all in the same place
at the same time. He has
developed his own pricing
structure for Dunhills,
based on many years of
experience, and finds that
most collectors buy and sell
based on the normal
requirements of scarcity,
condition and desire.

The Three-Ten Pipe and
Tobacco Shop is a regular
gathering place for Middle
Tennessee’s smoking
enthusiasts. He carries a
complete line of tobacco
and related products but
one doesn't stay long before
they realize that Edsel
James is a “Dunbhill
collector”’!

continued from page 42

PERSONAL SERVICE
Tobacco Wharf - Located in East-
Central Wisconsin. Specialist in Per-
sonal Service. Write for FREE Tobacco
Brochure: Tobacco Wharf; 244 Park
Plaza; Oshkosh, WI 54901.

John Lakatosh designer-pipemaker

brochure of Briar pipes standard and
freehand stvles $1. Special Commis-
sion accepted. RD. #1, Box 164F,
New Columbia, PA, 17856.

JOIN OUR CELEBRATION ...
Having just won the 1983 Grand Prize
for TOBACCO BLENDING TECHNI-
QUES by Lane Ltd. — We offer vou 3
oz. of BBT Tobacco for $2.00 Smokers
Emporium, Long Leal Mall, Wilming-
ton, N.C. 28403.

PRE-OWNED COLLECTORS
PIPES

Briarnut Smoke Shop 415-276-6272;
846 E. Lewelling Blvd.; Hayward, CA
94541 - Large selection of Pre-owned
Pipes: Dunhills, Charatans, Comoys,
GBD's, Sasieni, Peterson’s, Savinelli,
etc. Buy, Sell & Trade. Call Don. "

PIPEMAKERS
Serving pipemakers coast to coast.
Briar Plateaux - All sizes - Lowest
price on highest quality - Also extra
large souche. Contact: JOE MARIN-
ER, P.O. Box 175, ElDorado Hills, CA
95630.

TOBACCIANA!

BOOKS, MAGAZINES, OLD CATA-
LOGS, PRE-1920 ADS, ARTICLES,
TOBACCO TRADE-CARDS, FELTS,
FLAGS, SILKS, CIGAR-BANDS, TINS &
TIN-TAGS, ETC. ALL KINDS OF PIPE
&/OR TOBACCO-RELATED LITERA-
TURE, ADVERTISING & EPHEMERA
WANTED. BUY (SELL-TRADE).
WARITE: T. CLIFT, 2032 ASCOT DR. No
B, MORAGA, CA. 94556

TOBACCO MANUFACTURERS
MERGE

Amar Blends Company and Atlas
Blending offer 70 years combined ex-
perience  serving  discriminating
smoke shops. Natural uncased pipe
tobacco and unusually exotic aroma-
tics. Free Blend Matching Service. For
samples write: Amar Blends Com-
pany, 31 Cabot Road West, Massape-
qua, NY 11758, Phone; 516/541-0275

=)
SR
ERMEES

MERCHANTS TO ALL YOUR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES AND NEEDS

We will ship anywhere.

1639 Boardwalk
Atlantic City, N.J. 08401
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OFFICIAL PCI CLUB PIPE KNIFE

Finally . . . a real pocket knife and pipe tool for the active
man. Similar items have been available for years, but this
is the first one we have seen that is tough enough.

A collector’s item . . . IXL English made. The stain-
less blade is stamped “Sheffield” and is factory
sharpened for active use. The end is rounded and
designed to clean bowls without damage to valuable
briar. The reamer is long enough to open draft holes
in most pipes. The tamper is just right to pack hot
tobacco between lights. The knife has black Delrin
handles with nickle-silver bolsters. Tough!

NON-MEMBERS - As described and
pictured (No initials or logo) $1 4.95

PCI MEMBERS - As described with
your initials (3) on one handle and
PCI logo on the other handle

(includes shipping)

Send check or money order to:

Pipe Collectors International
P.O. Box 22085, Chattanooga, TN 37422

$12.95

PIPE SMOKER



